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The published paper reported on the autoregulation of a
Michael addition between 2,4-pentanedione and trans-β-

nitrostyrene catalyzed by 2,7-diamido-1,8-naphthyridine
(NaPy). Recently, we found out that the observed catalytic
activity of NaPy stems from a strong synergy between NaPy
and trace amounts of K2CO3. NaPy is proposed to be the
phase-transfer catalyst for K2CO3, resulting in a more than 100-
fold increase in reaction rate compared to the two compounds
separately. The required presence of K2CO3 is not described in
the published paper. However, this finding does not influence
the supramolecular autoregulation of NaPy in the reactions
described.
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